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At a personal level, what does the term’ home’ meato you and where is home for you?

In some ways it is very easy. | think home is whiebave been living for the last 15 years
and where | live now, in Rose Hill, a neighbourhandOxford, so that is my home. | was
born in London but | have never particularly seemb as fixed on the place where | grew
up. But after some time working abroad, a year @my&, a year in Sudan, and these sorts of
places often talking to migrants, refugees andrethbout where they are from, | started to
become more aware of the ways in which we tendséthe word home to refer to people’s
places of origin. | realised | tended to use thedhtome casually, saying things like ‘let's go
home’ at the end of the day. Spending this timeathmade me think more about the idea of
home. | was always aware that | was staying inqdaghere did not belong. That experience
led me to start using a simple definition thatnidfiwork for me: home is a place where | do
not have to explain where | am there.

As a white British man staying in Western Kenyayds different so it gave rise to lots of

discussions about why and how | was there. At sponet, | believe these kinds of questions
block the feeling of being at home because it tsahways easy to explain why you are there.
When | moved to Oxford, no one was particularhemsted in why | was there and nobody
asked me to explain my presences. Of course, #rerdauge issues of class and ethnicity
among many other factors that make the experiehbeing, or not being at home possible in
different places. For my part, in Oxford | can jostthere. So | very rapidly got the sense of
home. Home is where | do not need to explain myself



In light of your past and ongoing research on migréon, could you tell us why did you
engage with the notion of home and how do you uskeet term home in your research?

To be honest, | am not sure | ever particularlyagegl that much with the term ‘home’
directly in my work. | have been interested in hpaople move and for my first research
project | was looking at repatriation, challengitng idea that is was automatic thing that
people would return ‘home’ when they could. Actyalh terms of repatriation my questions
were exactly about where do you think you wouldohgl and do you want to go to that
place? What | wanted was to explain why some wamhdove when others do not, and so
guestions of home became important. | know frora @ork with Angolans in Zambia that it
is a complex issue to understand where home is.eSafnthe people | interviewed have a
very strong perspective of home as a rooted plangst memorably one woman told me
here home was where her placenta was buried; oteéfnged to the place of the ancestors.
For others home is much about where the family as/,nnetworks and connections. |
remember people saying things like ‘if my familyhisre, so | am at home here. Now | am
Zambian. This is where | am’. So these very diffiérperceptions challenge the idea of
rooted homes and give room for a more fluid perspes on where the migrant’s home is.
Even those who come from the same country may lame different perspectives towards
home. There is a psychological element to it thakkes the experience of home very
individual. So as a social scientist, | think hoisi@ very problematic concept to play with.

In a paper you published in 1999, you called intoteention how ‘concepts of home vary
greatly between different societies, and betweenftBrent individuals within societies’.
In light of this statement, what do you believe ighe potential, if any, of home for
understanding migration and the life experiences’ bmigrants?

| am not sure, | have moved that far. My concerth& home is sometimes deployed as a
static thing or in general as a uniform thing. 8ther than letting people define their ideas of
home and where they belong, we just take for gcawtgere home is for them and where they
belong. So looking at ideas of home from the mitgamwn perspectives help us to
problematize questions of home and belonging. \Wigplacement, for example, | know that
some people continue to be displaced, while othexsome established occupying news
spaces and creating new senses of belonging. Sothera however do not feel at home
even after 5, 10, 15 or 20 years of displacemebglieve that by looking at the relationship
between home and migration we can have a bettegrstachding of where people feel at
home and where people belong.

Our project is a collaborative, comparative, multisited research framed around
migrants’ processes of home-making. What do you thk this research could add to the
study of home as specific field of inquiry and alsto the field of refugee studies?

| think having a comparative approach could belyaaiportant as most research on refugees
tends to focus on a particular population, andrthestories and narratives about home and
belonging are often presented as if they were erlained by their refugee background.



And | wonder how the picture would change if thégrislooking at the different narratives
coming from people from very different conditiongery different cultures, norms and
expectations. It could be fascinating to look @vHar you can see the same process of home
making and emplacement amongst the displaced aade tivho maybe never move
anywhere. The understanding of the perceptionsoofenin both populations may shift our
ideas of home and belonging.

In a piece of research you published in 2011, yowggested that the condition of
displacement can be reversed. ‘It comes to an endhen people regain their sense of
home and become emplaced []'. Could you share witlis what do you think is the value
of home for understanding the migrants’ process o$ocial integration?

Home it is lots of different things for differenegple. As | said at the beginning, however,
for myself, | use the term home to denote a plabere/ you don’'t have to explain yourself
being there, you are a part of the furniture sspeak. So achieving a sense of home is really
important for people because they become parteoivider community. They become part of
the society where they live, they have a senseonhection and future there and thus the
sense of being emplaced. To achieve the feelingerig at home in a particular place
however doesn’'t necessarily mean that people cdeawe it. So, this idea of home is not
about roots necessarily, it is not the sense tleepie rooted and stuck or fix. They might do
— but some other things happen: the children mayensmmewhere else, and parents may
move back and fore. All people move around. Fougeés, getting to that stage may mean
having the same mobility as everybody else. Andjsitnot reflection of the refugee
background; it is just because what happens tolpeoy what people choose to do and how
they want to live their lives.

What are the most relevant empirical and methodoloigal challenges that you identify
in researching home and migrants’ home making-pradtes?

| suppose we need not to impose an idea of whatlpenean by home. Probably we need
quite open questions and then try to find some ebrtommon threads across different
contexts, different people, and different migratdrgjectories. And | don’t think that is

impossible. You need some conceptual underpinnyags can carry across of different
spaces. | am not sure, however, that home prouits primarily because home means
different things for different people. Maybe youllwie looking at some at the most solid
things related to home, like employment, familyateinships, networks, and connections.

At some point our project may engage with comparingxperiences of home and home-
making practices for people with a wide range of ngratory backgrounds including
refugees, low and high-skilled migrants, diplomatsnd international students. Do you
see any potential in this kind of research to advares debates on home and migration?

| think it is a really valuable thing to do, becaubere is always this element or question
about what'’s forced or what'’s voluntary, when itbr@s to migration. And when thinking of



those who may have been forced to leave their hogoegrnments still are making decisions
about where and when they need to go or move @orme other place. At the same time,
when you think of students who might not have avéetheir homes, you may find that they
are also a lot of things playing on how they behand experience home, perhaps some
things that affect their experience of home in whitey do not have much choice or options.
If we assume that refugees have no choices, wgmoeng the way that they may really find
some room, albeit often very limited, to make cheicbut also that their migratory
experiences are not necessarily so far differemhfmany of the other migration histories we
can hear. So we do need to understand all migramdsivations, what they want to stay in a
particular place or why they want to move back ‘leanh think you might find maybe some
more similarities between those different sourcesn@rants than expected. | think this
analysis will be useful.

In you recently published bookForging African Communities: Mobility, I ntegration and
Belonging the cover promises to the reader that the book “stds new light on how
human mobility redefines the meaning of home, commmity, citizenship and
belonging”. Could you tell us a little bit more wty scholars looking at the interplay
between migration and home may find this book intezsting?

Thank you, this provides me with a good chance tdugp the book!
https://www.palgrave.com/gb/book/97811375819B&is book looks at the movement of
people across Africa. As its starting point, weealbthat most African international migrants
move to other African countries. And we have vettjel knowledge about how they settle.
So we wanted to understand how it is that theseamig become settled. The book wanted to
explore some cases of how different groups andffardnt ways people come to being in
new places, how they becoming incorporated into seuwieties, and particularly how that
works in African settings. | think there are craiclessons that perhaps are relevant to
understanding migration more widely, not just inmiéd.

A central issue is that migration in Africa is raadline of policies. If you want to use the
term integration, for example, you rarely find igration policies concerned with how
international migrants settle in African states.Huarope, however you define integration at
some point it seen as something states need toadbal Across of Africa for the most of
part, South Africa perhaps being an exception, jgetgrge their position within their new
societies by themselves. To some extent you carbenayplore things more openly asking
guestions about what it means to belong here, btonoelong; how do people negotiate their
position to being part of this place or not. It'strall about happy endings. The term
integration is indeed foggy; what people are dasgreating something new by becoming
part of the new society. So for example, what cotoesind is the case study in the book
from Congo Brazzaville. There are artisanal fishemnfrom other parts of West Africa who
have settled on the beach in the city of Pointesdddver time, they have been able to create
alliances with some sections of the local communiprking together they have been able
to resist the pressures an oil company to remowplpefrom the beach. This has helped
establish their position as part of the city. Fromy own work in Zambia, | have seen
Angolans settling in very remote parts of Zambidey create new processes of social



formation. They have been creating new societiesutih migration, and through is people
navigating the way to new settings.

We can perhaps see this more clearly in Africalypdmcause we are not distracted by the
focus on integration policies that seems more peewvan Europe and America. We can ask
much more open questions about the relationshipplpenake, and the way they find a

place, become part of it and then change thingaspect at some level we could identify the
same social processes enabling and frustratinglggogettiement in new societies across
these very different contexts. So | think that #malysis of these social processes through
African cases studies may be of broader interegetple who work on migration and home.

Thank you Oliver, it has been a great pleasure todar your thoughts.



